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Newcomers- The Church Welcomes:

Wael Ghobrial, his wife, Gena and their child,
Youssef (borne 5/22/05) who returned to the
US after living in Egypt for 3 years. They live in
Fremont.
Nader Hanna Matta, his wife, Germine, and
their children, Michael (borne 8/27/88) &
Mirette (borne 10/2/94) who live in Concord.
Nagy Boulos Kalad who lives in Hayward.
Adly Sanad and his wife, Ester. They came to
join their son, Sameh who lives in Redwood
City.
Phebe Khalil who lives in San Francisco.
Wagdi Mosad who lives in San Francisco.
Sarah Ghobrial who lives in San Francisco.
Clara Mikhael who lives in San Francisco.

We congratulate the successor of
St. Mark, H.H. Pope Shenouda III for
the 37th anniversary of his
enthronement.

Blessed Baptism – The Church
Congratulates:
George and Miranda Bassilios for the baptism
of their blessed son, Jonathan on October 19th.

Departures – The Church Offers
Condolences:

The church expresses its condolences to the
Soliman Family for the departure of

The Late Ester
The mother of Ragaee Soliman, his wife,
Magda & their children, Daniel, Christina & her
husband, Sian and to Mourad Soliman, his
wife, Samia & their children, Michael, Sylvana
& her husband, Ramon & their daughters.
The church also expresses its condolences to
the Ghali family for the departure of the late

Demiana Mansour

St. Mary in the Keyahk Hymns
by: Father Tadros Malaty
The mother of Clair Ghali, the mother-in-law of

mning - many Marian hymns, added to the daily
Magdy Ghali and the grandmother of Amanda
and Andrew Ghali. May the Lord rest her soul
in peace and provide comfort and peace to the
family.

Upcoming Events:
New Years Eve

We would like to invite you
to ring in the New Year at
Saint Antonius church. We have a full program
planned including; a choir performance, slide
show of events from the past year, songs,
prayers and ends with a liturgy from 12:15 200am. Santa will be visiting us with lots of
gifts for the kids.

Liturgy of the Holy Nativity
We will be celebrating the Nativity liturgy
on January 6th from 9:00 pm – 12:00 am
Merry Christmas!!
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St. Mary in Kiahk’s Hymns
by: Father Tadros Malaty
As we celebrate Christmas
on 29th of Kiahk, the whole
month (before Christmas)
is devoted to hymning many Marian hymns, added
to the daily hymns as a
preparation for Christmas.
In this month - which we
can call the Marian Month –
the believers in Egypt
assemble every Saturday
evening and remain in the
church singing hymns until
the end of the Eucharistic Liturgy on Sunday.

The Characteristics of the Kiahk hymns:
Beside the characteristics of the “Theotokias” which
we have already mentioned, the Kiahk hymns also
have the following characteristics:
1. The kiahkal hymn is truly a heavenly symphony
that praises not only St. Mary as the mother of God,
but also the whole Church as being the holy dwelling
place of the Incarnate God. In other words, through
the incarnation of God’s Son in the holy womb of St.
Mary, we see Him dwelling in our souls by the
sanctification of His Holy Spirit.
2. These hymns have a social benefit; every
member is praising God, not individually but
through all God’s saints, through His membership of
the One Church. “I praise you in the midst of the
great community (Church) (Ps. 22:22).” For this
reason many hymns are devoted to praise many of
the saints. It is as if they are assembling with us to
sing hymns to the Incarnate God, the Savior of the
human race.

Annual Project Agape Holiday Lunch

On December 6th, over 30 youth from the Bay Area
churches gathered in service at the Men's Shelter in
Berkeley to serve a warm meal to those less
fortunate. Thanks to the incredible generosity of
several families in the church, we had plenty of food
to share with our brethren. Every stomach was
filled, every face was smiling and God was truly in
our midst.
We thank God for his continual blessing of Project
Agape and we look forward to next year!

Annual Senior House Christmas Visitation

The youngest youth in our church joined their hearts
and voices together on December 13th to spread
Christmas cheer at a Senior House in Castro Valley.
They met at the church earlier in the day to pray a
liturgy together and make some gifts to hand out.
Upon arrival at the Senior House, the residents’
faces light up as they saw the children flowing
through the door. The youth handed out their gifts
to each person and entertained the group by singing
several Christmas Carols.
It was truly a wonderful day for our youth and the
community that they served!

St. Antonius Coptic Orthodox Church Newsletter
May the blessings of the Glorious
Feast of the Nativity be with you
all.
Upon the Feast of the Incarnation
of the Word, it is important to
reflect upon the birth of the Lord
Jesus Christ and what He
represents. St. John in His Holy
Gospel wrote, "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God" (John 1:1) and the Apostle also wrote,
"The Word became flesh and dwelt among us" (John
1:14). Through these Holy Scriptures we learn that the
Lord Jesus Christ is God, for He was with God before all
times. This is the reason we recite, "We believe in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only begotten Son of God" in the
Nicene Creed.
Lactantius (c.304) wrote, "He who hears the Son of
God mentioned should not conceive in his mind so
great an impiety as to think that God begat Him by
marriage and union with a
woman.” In what manner, then,
did God beget Him? First of all,
divine operations cannot be
known or declared by anyone.
Nevertheless, the sacred writings
teach us that this Son of God is
the speech or even the reason of
God With good reason, therefore,
He is called the Speech and the
Word of God. For, by a certain
incomprehensible energy and
power of His Majesty, God enclosed the vocal spirit
proceeding from His mouth into a form that has life
through its own perception and wisdom. So God did
not conceive the Word in His womb, but in His mind.
Now, our human words are mingled with the air and
they fade away. However, they can still be preserved
in writing. How much more must we believe that the
voice of God both remains forever and is accompanied
with perception and power? It has derived this from
God the Father like a stream from a fountain. Someone
may be puzzled that God could be produced from God
the Father by putting forth of the voice and breath.
However, if such a person is acquainted with the
sacred utterances of the prophets, he will cease to
wonder The Greeks speak of Him as the Logos, more
appropriately that we Romans do as the "Word" or
"Speech." For logos means both speech and reason.
And He is both the Voice and the Wisdom of God."
His birth on earth was not His actual beginning, as the
Lord Jesus Christ is without beginning. He has existed

forever, for all times. From the very beginning, the
Incarnation was planned. This is the reason we recite
in the Nicene Creed, "Begotten of the Father before all
age; Light of Light, true God of true God"
St. Clement of Alexandria (c. 195), a learned and
respected scholar who was in charge of the theological
college in Alexandria, Egypt, wrote, "That the Son was
always the Word is signified by saying, 'In the
beginning was the Word’."
Clearly we understand that He was born a man, "for He
became flesh". He was like the earthly human but
without sin dwelling among us. He was born both as
God and man never denying His Divinity. The two are
united without confusion between them. God has
entered into earthly history as a man.
Thus with understanding we recite, "Begotten not
created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us, men, and for our
salvation, came down from Heaven, and was
incarnated of the Holy Spirit and
became man" in the Nicene Creed.
Martyr Justin (c.160), a tireless
evangelist and apologist who, prior to
his time, wrote more than any other
concerning Christianity, proclaimed,
"The Word Himself, who took shape and
became man was called Jesus Christ."
The truths expounded in the Nicene
Creed help us to understand how The
Word became Man and how the miracle of His birth or
His incarnation came to be. Further, the Church Creed
explains what happened to establish the truth. With
the establishing and understanding of the truth, comes
the opening of the age to come, the Kingdom of
Heaven to us all.
Each time we pray the Nicene Creed, may we all come
to a full knowledge of who the glorious person of the
Lord Jesus Christ truly is, and how the Son of God
became Man and is manifested to us.
Upon this Glorious Feast of the Nativity let us all give
homage to the miraculous birth of the One who deified
humanity.
H.G. Bishop Youssef
Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern
United States
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SMS Speakers for the month of December:
December 5

th

December 12th

SMS Schedule

Fr. Antony Attallah,
serving at St. Mary & St.
Athansius Church in Los
Angeles
Fr. Youhanna Youssef,
serving at Archangel
Raphael Church in Palmdale

December 19th Fr. Antony Selim
serving at St. Abanoub &
St. Antony Church in
Corona
th
December 26
Fr. Shenouda Roshdy
Ghatta, serving at St. John
Church in Covina

7:00
9:00
3:30
4:00

pm - 9:00 pm SMS meeting
pm - 3:30 am Kiahk Praises
am - 4:00 am Raising of Incense
am - 6:00 am Divine Liturgy

To download previous issues of the Logos, visit
our new site: http://www.antonius.org
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Happy December Birthday to:
12/1
12/1
12/4
12/4
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/7
12/7
12/7
12/7
12/8
12/10
12/10
12/12
12/14
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/18
12/19

Rosette El Raheb
Sylvie Magdi
Bishoy Barsoum
Nicole Saad
Yared Kiflegiogis
Alexandra Zaki
Germin Awadalla
Marian Saweres
Michael Abadir
Mona Dawood
Nicholas Zaki
Elizabeth Saddik
Fady Wassef
Lisa Ghobrial
Mina Mesdary
Jessica Gerges
Alexander Saleh
George Ahwal
Fady Keilo
Abanoub Abdel Shahid

Christian Bassilios
Marise Awad
Elizabeth Evans
Hani Meena Fakhoury
Chris Mahrous
Michael Marcus
Destiny Berhe
Melody Berhe
Sherif Soliman
Anthony Zamary

12/20
12/20
12/21
12/23
12/23
12/23
12/24
12/24
12/24
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/26
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/30
12/31
12/31

Cynthia Soliman
Sasha Demian
Mary Rose Saddik
Alfred Khaleel
Bernadette Fahmy
Paul Tawfik
Daniel Benjamin
Karen Eskarous
Michael Youssef
Petros Masood
Angie Michaiel
Mena Dawood
Mena Soliman
Christina Abdelmalek
Jonathan Kaldani
Julianna Kaldani
Michael Boutros
Noah Ghobrial Banoub
Andrew Ishak
Veronica Botros

From the Fathers:

The Lord's Day is a mystery of the
knowledge of the truth that is not received
by flesh and blood, and it transcends
speculations. In this age there is no eighth
day, nor is there a true Sabbath. For he
who said that `God rested on the seventh
day,' signified the rest [of our nature] from
the course of this life, since the grave is
also of a bodily nature and belongs to this
world. Six days are accomplished in the
husbandry of life by means of keeping the
commandments; the seventh is spent
entirely in the grave; and the eighth is the
departure from it.
St. Isaac of Syria, The Ascetical

Homilies.I
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